December 2019

The

Gathering
Growing
Going
in Christ

Newsletter

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church

First Sunday of Advent
For You and All the World
Gen 12:1-3
1 John 4:9-14
Luke 2:8–20
Communion

Children’s Christmas Sunday

Our preschool-8th grade children will be
presenting Stranger In The Manger. The
preschoolers from our school are practicing
to join the Sunday School Children for a
song in the musical.
Some of our high schoolers will share their
musical skills with a Christmas favorite,
Joy to the World.
We hope you will join us to discover that
this Stranger in the manger wasn’t really
that strange at all. It was all part of God’s
wonderful plan of salvation for our lives.

Second Sunday of Advent
To Set You Free From All Your
Sorrow
Micah 5:2-5
1 Peter 1:3-9
Matthew 2:1-12
Third Sunday of Advent
For You, to Bear Your Flesh in
Weakness
Isaiah 66:1-2
James 4:6-12
Luke 1:46-55
Communion
Fourth Sunday of Advent
To Remove All Fears from our
Heart
Isaiah 7:10-16
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25
Christmas Eve
All the World with His Free
Grace Supplying
Hebrews 1:1-6
John 1:1-14
Christmas Day
The Greatest Priest was Lowly
Born
Hebrews 4:14-16
Isaiah 62:10-12
Communion
1st Sunday After Christmas
Guest Pastor- Rev. Schultz
Is 63:7–14
Ga 4:4–7
Mt 2:13–23
Communion

A Christmas Celebration of
Jesus’ Birth

December 22nd, 10:15 am

Advent Midweeks This year ’s Advent midweek services will continue
with our tradition of a meal and Bible study at both 12pm and 6:30pm.
Come and gather as a church family as we learn about the most important blessed Child. This advent let us behold the Holy Child who
was born so that we could know God. Come Let us Behold Him Christ
the Lord!
Meal Themes:
December 4th - Breakfast for dinner/ Breakfast around the world December
11th- Share a Family Favorite Dish December
18th- Childhood Comfort food/ guilty pleasures (carb day)
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Beautiful Savior’s Choir will lead our Sunday wor ship with a choir piece focusing on this hope, giving
us an opportunity to join in the awaiting hope as we sing “The Hope of Your Coming”

Choir Cantata
December 15th
8:00 am
& 10:15 am

At the Chateau
2:30 pm

We are preparing for Christmas again! Have we said it all before? Have
we heard it all before? The familiar components are all here—the visitations of the angels, the startled excitement of the shepherds, the shimmering guiding star, the worshipful reverence of the three kings, and the
poignant chronicle of Simeon, whose greatest desire was to live long
enough to personally witness the coming of the promised One, fulfilling
the prophecy of long ago. Like Simeon, we have seen the truth of the
Child, and the promised salvation, and we may now live forever with
peaceful hearts and restored souls. All of this is ours, from Heaven’s
Child.

Advent Series – Behold the Child

Behold the Child in the manger, who is both fully God and fully man. Learn how this
Child’s perfect life, suffering, death, and resurrection later pay the price for our sins. Believe in this most blessed Child, the Son of God, who gives us eternal life.
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Jerry and Debra Norsby 12/1
Charles and Lisa Pettit Jr 12/1
Jeffrey and Ronae Thoelke 12/8
Wayne and Kathy Fenster 12/20

Ashley Moe
Bill Kittler
Ethan Fenster
Sarah Cook
Tim Fenster
Holly Saeteurn
Benjamin Thunstrom
Chris Kittler, Derik Moe

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church and Preschool
16919 33rd Avenue South - SeaTac 98188 206-246-9533
Beautiful-Savior-Seatac@comcast.net
Mrs. Kittler BSLS Director beautifulsaviorls@gmail.com
Office Hours: 8:00 am—10:00 am
2:00 pm—4:00 pm

Monday - Thursday
Monday - Thursday

Pastor Christopher Howell

pastorchowell@gmail.com
A member of the Northwest District of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
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Go and Tell
Go, tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.
Today “Go Tell It On the Mountain” is a hymn loved by many, even if you don’t know the words you
most likely have heard the melody. It’s a Christmas classic. However, it started its life with more humble beginnings as an African American spiritual hymn. Later, it was printed in a study of African American folk music by John Wesley Work, Jr.
As with everything that comes from American Christianity, that makes it relatively new. We are still
both a young country and only a blip in the tapestry of God’s Kingdom. However, this hymn’s message connects us back to God’s timeless message. It rings out with a strong declaration of what God has done. It recalls
to the singer’s mind God’s message, found in Luke 2:8-20 and Matthew 28:19. News that as Christmas approaches, we all desperately need to hear. God has come down from on high, Jesus is born, salvation is here.
What a joyful message to share.
John Work Jr. remembers that as a child, the students at Fisk University would start singing this before
daybreak on Christmas morning, going from building to building. Christianity has a long tradition of singing
out this wonderful praise. This song, rings out the message of the Gospel for its singers to declare.
What is the message of this hymn? Often when singing we don’t think about the words we are saying,
but when we take a look at the message portrayed in this catchy and easy to remember way, it connects us
back to the Old Testament people in waiting and longing. It Hammers home its message to a people waiting
for God to act. That those who now know, sing out praise to God for His acts of deliverance. Shouting out this
news, both literally and metaphorically, from the mountaintops (Isa. 42:11).
The message of the hymn is calling people to make sure all know and hear the joyful message. Jesus is
born, God is with us, there is no more waiting, salvation is here. The first three stanzas tell the essence of the
Christmas story. They tell the beloved Luke account of shepherds out in a field, and heaven opening up as angels proclaim the great news. These shepherds, we hear in Luke, traveled to see Jesus and then tell others
about this event. The refrain calls us to that same missionary thrust. The missionary command that Jesus gave:
"go and make disciples of all nations" (Matt. 28:19). The two words "go, tell," drive home that charge. "Go,
tell" the message of Christ's redemption to a world that needs to hear it.
As we gather in worship this month, we will be gathering to behold and receive the greatest gift of all.
God’s gift of His son as a ransom for many. We know the message of this child who came to die for us. We
sing his praises and are filled with His Spirit. However, others need to hear it as well. We do a great disservice
to this message when we lose sight of God’s command to go and tell.
Starting in January, we will begin a time focusing on outreach. A time where we will be looking as a
church at what we can do to “Go and Tell.” For often this is a place we drop the ball. We are filled with the joy
of this Gospel but, falter on the command to then tell others. There are so many people around us that need to
hear this message.
Our plans for January are to take this message we cherish in our hearts and apply it to our lives. There
will be great opportunities for Bible studies, Worship, and outreach needs. At the end of the month, Rev Brian
Banke from LINC will be with us to help us in these attempts. Just like the shepherd in Luke, the aim is to be
so filled with joy that we go and tell. This is by no means the end of our efforts. However, it is a start to the
conversations I hope we continue having. Intentional efforts as a church to tell others about what God has
done. Inviting them to come and hear what the Lord has done.
I pray that you will join us as we seek ways to make this church a place to shout the good news of
God’s presence. That Beautiful Savior sees hears and tells others of the incarnation of Christ Jesus, to “Go Tell
It on the Mountain.”
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From the Elders Corner
It is December and the thoughts and images of Christmas are all over; the radio, television and
the internet all have ads letting you know what you must have or give for a Christmas gift. The
programs on television show how Christmas is celebrated in many different ways and if you’re
lucky enough, you might even see some reference to our lord and savior, the real reason we
have Christmas. On more than one occasion I have seen articles challenging the accuracy of
the date of December 25th as the birthday of Jesus. The story of Jesus' birth is known as the
"Nativity of Jesus" and is described in the gospels of Luke and Matthew. The date of birth for
Jesus is not given in the gospels, but most scholars give a date of birth somewhere between 6
BC and 4 BC, this hardly points to December 25 th. Both gospels locate the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem, in Roman-occupied Judea, according to Matthew 2:1-12 and Luke 2:4. Today, the
birth of Jesus is celebrated by Christians the world over. The date of December 25 th was established by Roman emperor Constantine as he was trying to convert the Roman Empire to
Christianity but this did not occur until approximately 300 years after the fact and an exact
date would be almost impossible to determine. All too many times I have seen this piece of
information or the lack there of, used to discredit the real meaning of Christmas. Maybe the
exact date of Jesus birth is not as important as the fact that he was born and the reason he was
sent to us. As we move closer to December 25th, the bombardment of commercials will increase and sometimes cloud the real meaning of Christmas. My Christmas wish, is that all are
surrounded by family, love and that we give thanks to the one that brings us all together.
Happy Birthday Jesus, my Lord and Savior
Marvin Pascual

Amazing Donation Update!
As most of you know. Throughout October, Beautiful Savior sponsored a shoe drive. We collected
around 200 shoes! Here is an update on many of
these shoes. The families that received them will
use them as Christmas gifts and work shoes. Sadly,
lacking shoes can often prevent people from going
to school or work. Look for updates in on our sock
collection efforts in January. Keep up the amazing
work. In December we will be collecting scarfs and
hats to help people stay warm in the cold.

Caring Community – Church Support
There are so many ways that we can help around the church. One way we can come together to help the
church and its missions is in some of the prep work. Caring Communities helps the needs of our school and
office with certain projects. The group meets every Thursday morning, but you can help out at any time. If
you have time, either at the church or at your house, both the school and the office have projects.
Everyone is invited to come and join us on Thursday for our school chapels. This is a wonderful way to see
the school, show support for the teachers and make connections with the parents.
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Advent Devotionals - Call His Name Jesus
This year for our Advent devotions we are following a series from Lutheran Hour Ministries. These can be emailed directly to you and be in your mail box waiting for you to read
them. If you would benefit from a printed version please let the office know. We would
love to make sure you are a part of this amazing devotional, but we need time to print
them. Below is the link and description of this year’s daily devotional.
Call His Name Jesus
In Call His Name Jesus, Lutheran Hour Ministries’ Advent devotions for 2019, we encounter an often told story in fresh, new ways. During the Christmas season, we focus our
thoughts on that moment in time when God became one of us. This miracle of miracles—this most unlikely
story—begins with the Christ Child—God in the flesh—who was born poorly, humbly, vulnerably into this
world of sin and darkness. "Christmas marks the point in human history where God’s long-declared promise
of redemption was fulfilled in the birth of Christ. This is the start of God’s final act to save us," said Dr. Kari
Vo, theological writer for LHM and the author of this year’s devotions. The conclusion of this drama has our
Savior again poor, humble, and vulnerable, as He bears the awful weight of our sins on the cross at Golgotha.
Call His Name Jesus offers excellent messages to complement a family or group Bible study. They can be received as an e-mail subscription throughout the holidays, or they can also be read online and listened to as
well. Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Speaker for The Lutheran Hour, will read them. These devotions are also
available in Spanish as Le pondrás por nombre Jesús. Reflection questions help users ponder the text and provide a jumping-off place for group discussion. https://www.lhm.org/advent/

We are One in Christ.

Romans 12:4-5
For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.

Jesus Christ’s perfect obedience and death in our place makes it possible for God to justify, that is, to declare
us righteous. This unites us with all who trust in Christ. Paul Reminds us that it is in Jesus we are united. This
unity is there, no matter the distance, because of Jesus. Christmas can be hard for many. Even though we are
one, we often don’t feel as one when living far away. Holiday travel and the death of a loved one can make us
think we are divided. This season, you are invited to join us in visually showing our unity. An area will be
available to make Christmas decorations that you can place a loved one’s name upon. Remember as we join in
worship, we are united not by where we are, but by our unity in Christ Jesus.

Beautiful Savior’s Prayer Chain
As the church, we are called to lift up prayers for those around us, for each other and for our own needs. Jesus, when teaching about prayer, makes one thing clear. Be persistent! (Luke 11:5-8; 18:1-8). Your prayer is
an exercise in persistence. Don’t give up.
Together we can lift up our prayer needs and aid one another in our life of prayer. To aid in this effort, we
have an email based prayer chain. All emails will be kept confidential and only the office will have access to
who is on the prayer chain. To join, you can enter or scan the link below, or let the office know. As always,
let us know what prayer needs you have.
http://eepurl.com/gADY7
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Outreach through Reviews
Many are hesitant to review their church. However just like most areas of life, people will look up reviews before ever going into a building. It is one of the easiest ways you can help people find our church.
Why are reviews important? Most likely, you wouldn’t eat at a place that received 1-star reviews. People are
the same way when it comes to being fed the Word of God. There are many places you can review Beautiful
Savior. An easy and effective one is Google. Search for “Beautiful Savior SeaTac” and consider leaving a review with something you love about this church.
Here are what reviews can do:
-Beautiful Savior will rank higher on Google when people search for churches in our area, thanks to your
Google reviews.
-When people search for our church or school on Google, they see our star rating immediately.
-Google reviews are shown to help persuade people if they want to attend your church.
-Reviews shows a place is active and the opinions people have of it.

Amazon Smile Support Your Church
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon. It has
the same products, prices, and shopping features, same
log in, same cart as Amazon.com. The difference is that
when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of
eligible products to the charitable organization of your
choice. Before you purchase go to smile.amazon.com
and select Beautiful Savior in SeaTac.

Caring Companions- Grief
Support Group
The group meets the First and Third
Thursdays.
Time: 6:00 – 7:30 pm at Luther-Inn
Dealing with the pain of losing someone
you love is a journey that no one should
go through alone. While mourning the
death of a loved one, you can find yourself lost, angry, stressed, alienated and
torn apart. Grief support is there for you.
A group to remind you that you are not
alone and that even in mourning, you can
find hope and encouragement. The group
is led by Mel McClure, chaplain for King
County Medic One
There is always an open seat when you
need care.
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The JOY Luncheon was held on November 2oth. There were 24 in attendance
and everyone enjoyed a great lunch followed by six games of “The Price is
Right.” The announcer was Kim Gibbon, Krista Johnson was the model, and Darcy Mey filled in for Drew. Everyone had a great time and fabulous prizes were
awarded to the winners. JOY will resume in January, plan on attending!

President’s Post
Merry Advent!

We’ve come to the end of the church calendar, but our fiscal year has another month to go. It doesn’t seem that
long ago when we met as a congregation to plan the 2019 budget. We were hopeful that momentum building
under the leadership of Pastor Chris would grow attendance and ease our financial constraints. We have added
a lot of new programs in 2019 and have added some new members but financial resources continue to be tight.
We are struggling some months to pay current operating costs and have not been able to set funds aside for
long term maintenance needs. If God has blessed you with the financial means to help offset Beautiful Savior’s current year operating deficit,
please consider doing so in December.
The congregation will be meeting between services on December 15th to
consider the 2020 budget. Please join
us in the Parish Hall at 9:20 AM to
voice your opinion and show your
support.
I am overly pleased to announce the
winner of the 2019 Cribbage Tournament… it’s me! This was
the 22nd annual tournament
and my first win. Thanks to
all who participated and coordinated the event.
Thanks for your continued
support and involvement!
Jeff Thoelke, Board President
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Give Thanks to the Lord for He Is Good His Love Endures Forever. - Psalm 107:1

Celebrating God’s Beautiful World

November was a month of much learning &
growth. It was also a month of much giving,
receiving and a time to say, God is Good.
Thank You God, for your continual blessing!
Each day for a full week the children wore
assorted colors to celebrate the beautiful
world God has created. Children and
parents came to school dressed in blue,

green and red. It was a fun and festive
time as we celebrated the colors in
God’s world, and the beautiful children
and families God has given to BSLS &
church.
Creating ways for children and families
to find joy and a desire for learning is a
goal for the BSLS team. God is Good!

God is Good – Thank You God for Your Continual Blessing!

Highline & BSLS began a
partnership in 2014. Each year
has been a blessing!

In 1993 Beautiful Savior began
an Early Learning partnership.

On Friday, Nov. 7th, Highline Public School Early Learning Department awarded BSLS
with a $1,000.00 grant to support continued professional development for the
teaching assistants to strengthen their understanding, practices and early learning
instruction. When Elisa Turner, the Early Learning Liaison, emailed acknowledging
the grant, she stated, “Highline is excited for this fabulous opportunity to partner!”
God is Good – Thank You God for your continual blessing!
On Tuesday, November 19th, Rep. Jim Scriven Executive Director, EC-12 Education
Services from the Lutheran Church MO. Synod Northwest District, came onsite to
look around the facility, greet the teaching team and see the children in action. Mr.
Scriven had high praise for what he saw regarding the classrooms, what he
observed from the children and the teaching teams’ interactions with children and
parents. He was also very impressed with BSLS’s core values, the program’s growth
over the last six years, and the relationships BSLS has established with community
partners. God is Good - Thank You God for your continual blessing!
BSLS families gathered for a joyful Thanksgiving Celebration which was an
international potluck brunch. The event was well attended by families who enjoyed
fellowship and delicious food. The children recited poems, sang songs and danced.
Everyone joined together and danced the Turkey Hokey Pokey and Pastor Chris
closed the gathering with an exciting family chapel. God is Good – Thank you God
for your continual blessing!

A generous donation of items has been given to BSLS to use as
Christmas gifts for the children’s families. The Christmas Shop will be
set up in the Parish Hall during the second week of Dec. The BSLS
students will come to the Christmas shop and “purchase” gifts for
their family. Items will be wrapped and taken home as a fun
surprise. Volunteers are needed Tues. & Wed. Dec. 10th & 11th from
10-12 to help children shop and wrap gifts. God is Good – Thank
you God for your continual blessing!

Thursday Chapel 9:30-10:00
Chapel is for everyone. During the month of December come join us in the Parish Hall
as we learn how to Walk Trusting in God’s Promises. Be uplifted and listen to the
children sing praise songs, be inspired and hear Pastor Chris’ message, pray with us as
we learn how to give to others and pray for our needs and joys. This thirty-minute
chapel time is joyful and a great event to add to your Thursday mornings. We hope
you can arrange your schedule and come and worship with us. God is Good – Thank
you God for your continual blessing!
November Mission Collection –WOW! To all church members and school families,
Thank You for all the new or used Socks! God is Good – Thank you God for your
continual blessing!
December Mission Collection – During the month of December, the church and school
families are collecting new or used hats and scarves. As outdoor temperatures drop,
hats and scarves are needed. These items can be any size, kind, thickness and color.
Hats and scarves will go to help others through Refugees Northwest a program of
Lutheran Community Services. Thank You!

For Your Information – Up Coming BSLS Event – You Are Welcome To Join Us!
You Are Invited - BSLS Christmas Celebration
Thursday, December 19th from 6:00-7:30
It is a joyful time of year as we celebrate our Savior’s birth. For some of our children
and their families, this is the first time that they have heard the story of the birth of
Jesus. You are invited to join the BSLS families as the children will sing songs and share
the Christmas message. God is Good – Thank you God for your continual blessing!
The Lord continues to bless BSLS as we interact and come along side parents, community partners and one another. Thank
you for your continued support through prayers, encouragement, ideas, connections, donations, gifts, helpful hands and love.
May God’s richest blessings be yours as together we make a difference and continue to be a blessing to many.

God is Good. Thank you God, for your continual blessing!
Have a Joyful Christmas & A Blessed New Year - Mrs. Chris Kittler (Mrs. K.) BSLS Director & the BSLS Teaching Team
BSLS Teaching Team: Alem Molalgn, Ayehuberhan Sebsibie, Berhan Geda, Bruk Taffesse, Chris Kittler, Jasbhinder Kaur, Keisha Howell,
Teresa Lodell & Yeshiwork Eshto.
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