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October 4th
10th Sunday after Pentecost
(No in-person worship service
this week)
Renters Woes
Psalm 80:7-19
Isaiah 5:1-7
Philippians 3:4-14
Matthew 21:33-46

Help us plan with you in mind.

October 11th
19th Sunday after Pentecost
Dinner is ready, are you?
Psalm 23
Isaiah 25:6–9
Philippians 4:4–13
Matthew 22:1–14
October 18th
20th Sunday after Pentecost
Dual Citizenship
Psalm 96:1–9 (10–13)
Isaiah 45:1–7
1 Thessalonians 1:1–10
Matthew 22:15–22
October 25th
Reformation Day (Observed)
What are you here for?
Psalm 46
Revelation 14:6–7
Romans 3:19–28
Matthew 11:12–19

Its already October! We have made several changes over the
past few months. Now with Christmas around the corner we
would like to know how you have been connecting. Please
fill out this 10-question survey on the link below. The information will help in both planning for the months ahead and
seeing how we can improve our connectivity.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SY87TBJ
New Bible Study – Jesus in the Psalms
The Gospel- Salvation through the promised Messiah.
As we gather in what Jesus, the long-awaited Messiah
has done, we are reminded that He is the promised one.
The most quoted book for these promises, the Psalms.
Join us as we take a look at a few of the promises of
the Messiah in the Psalms, what they say and how Jesus fulfilled that wonderful promises.

Midweek Bible Study
Wednesdays @ 6:00 pm
Join us for our news study looking at Jesus in the
book of Psalms. Zoom login information is
emailed out each week.
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President’s Post
My wife Ronae and I spent most of September in our 21’ travel trailer touring the Oregon coast and circumnavigating the Olympic peninsula. We had planned to tour northern California, but the wildfires forced us to
change our plans. The Olympic peninsula had been on my bucket list for a long time, so we changed course
and made it happen. This year has forced many of us to be flexible… not much has gone according to plan.
Our church has had to be flexible this year too. I am happy to report that the fund-raising effort for the Fellowship Hall roof replacement was highly successful! We have approximately $43,500 which will fully fund the
project. Four contractors have expressed interest in the project and are in the process of submitting bids. I
hope to select the contractor and see the work completed during the coming month. Thank you to all who have
supported this project. It will be great to have a sound building to congregate in once this pandemic is resolved.
Now, we need to turn our attention back to normalizing operations and growing our church again. Thanks for
your flexibility, involvement, and support.
Jeff Thoelke, President
Jeff.thoelke@gmail.com
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The Baptismal Struggle is Real!
This past month, in the middle of a pandemic with the ever-present number of deaths, we were able to
celebrate life. We celebrated the Baptism of Noah. For those who did not see this wonderful evening, we have
the recording on our YouTube and Facebook page. Why did we celebrate, this wonderful day? It is more than
just a ritual or party for a family. We celebrate that Noah has been claimed by God. Noah, just like all who are
baptized, was united with the death and resurrection of Jesus. That is truly an event to celebrate. We were able
to witness and record, salvation coming to Noah! Just like all baptisms, we can point back to that moment. In
this case you can go back and watch the recording. To God and to all Christians this is a huge concept,
salvation is not abstract; it is given through God’s Word and Sacraments.
When we reflect on our baptisms it is one of the most important gifts God has given us. We are
baptized once - washed once with water and God’s Word- but the effects of Baptism last a lifetime, as we are
given forgiveness of sins and eternal salvation through this sacrament. It united you with Jesus as well as with
those who are now made pure and given the promise of eternal life.
For many of you, there is probably very little that you remember of your baptism. However, this is
part of the glory. It is not about you; Holy Baptism is a work of God. Baptism is what God has to say and
what God has done for you. Baptism is the wonderful free gift of God given without alternative motive. He
does this without any work or particular worthiness of your own. When you waver or have questions about
your faith, your Baptism is there to remind you about what God has done. It becomes a black and white
moment; you can ask yourself, was I Baptized? If yes… than God has cleansed you, marked you with Christ
and claimed you as His child.
What you should never do with this amazing gift is make it a one and done event. Many people make
baptism a check mark in their lives. The danger is that Baptism is more than the start of your life. We do not
say that you “were baptized” but that you “are baptized.” This is a present tense statement, something that is
ongoing for all the days of your everlasting life. “I am crucified in Christ so that I no longer live, but Christ
lives through me” (Galatians 2:20). You see your Baptism is life! In life, the power of the Spirit is released.
You are marked with the sign of the cross and sealed with the Holy Spirit forever — those are the words that
were said at YOUR baptism. The heavens opened and God poured His power on your life.
As we move on, we look at what sustains you in your baptismal life. We are not marked with God and
then left alone. The response to this wonderful gift is not to go off and sit in a cave. Thankfully, God unites us
into a community of faith and a community of believers (a.k.a. the church). Week after week, God gathers us
together in His Word and Sacrament. Together, we hear the Word read and preached; we sing the Word; we
pray prayers based on the promises given in the Word; and in the sacraments, we receive the visible and
tangible Word.
But wait!!!!…. 2020 has thrown a wrench into what that looks like.
In the middle of a time of separation from so much, we can find it hard to be united. The other reasons
that we might gather in churches has for the most part been stripped away. What remains is that we continue
to cling to the promises of God. That for those Baptized, and for those who believe no pandemic can take
away this wonderful news. In times when you are struggling with uncertainty, we gather (safely) around the
sure words and promises that God has said to you. Faith looks to the times these were given in your life. We
are called to be united and encourage each other in the faith, around what God has said, He has already
claimed you.
Yet at the same time, we find that worship attendance is dropping, fewer people are attending Bible
studies and we see fewer people engaging. This is not isolated to Beautiful Savior. At the start of the
pandemic, many who study trends thought this would be a time people would run to the comfort of churches.
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(Continued from page 3)

Sadly, this has not panned out. As churches continue on, those who study trends in the church have been
seeing this downward trend. Instead of people flocking to hear God’s Word, people are turning away. Even
with churches now streaming everywhere, people are less active in their churches. Far worse, people are less
engaged in God’s Word.
If this applies to you, you are not alone. Struggling to hear God’s Word is not only seen in actively
avoiding God, many people are struggling to hear God. People who know that they should go to Bible study,
read their Bibles, and be active in online worship, are just not. People report finding it emotionally hard to
read the Bible like they did, reports show a 50% decrease in people reading scripture from 2019. Studies find
that people are just not attending churches or small groups. They are not watching, hearing or being in
devotionals around the nation.
This year has been full of struggles, bad news and isolation. You might find yourself needing God…
but you find yourself unable to draw near. If this sounds like you, you’re not alone. It might sound simple but
when people engage less with their church, they engage less with God.
If you are struggling, do not let yourself be isolated. Make God a priority. God knows that it is
challenging to live your Baptismal life alone. That is why He has placed you in a community. Set timers if you
have to. Gather online with other people in God’s word. We as a church family need to gather together
(safely) at this time. There are a number of online ways you can gather, and we are always looking for more.
We are preparing a reading challenge for the year 2021. If you missed worship, it is all recorded now so you
can watch at a later point. There are many opportunities where you can be in God’s word. We are all in this
life of faith together. To turn this around, you are also in the community to lift up those around you. If not for
yourself, do it for those around you. For you were baptized and claimed into something bigger than yourself.
Don’t struggle alone!

Places you can find us

Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/beautifulsaviorlutheranchurch/
Podcast
https://www.buzzsprout.com/893764
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQMyJiEyOiPtJcyMtPe_OxA
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/beautifulsaviorseatac
Website
https://beautifulsaviorseatac.org/

Stay up to date

BSLS Family Chapels

Instead of sending you several emails a week, we
are streamlining the way the church stays connected. Each Sunday you will receive an email with the
next two weeks of services and activities here at
Beautiful Savior. Along with that, you will find all
the Zoom log-ins. The current announcements can
also be found here. Please let us know if you have
any announcements for these emails.

Monday Evenings
Due to social distancing, we are unable to hold our
usual school chapels. However, we are gathering on
Zoom. This is a great opportunity for families and
members to join with our school. Meet some of the
families that we are serving and make some connections.
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All Saints Day Commemorations of the Faithful Departed

November 1st we will be celebrating All Saints Day. “Saints” are all true believers
on earth and in heaven, both living and dead. A part of our service will be a time
known as the “Commemoration of the Faithful Departed”. This is a time to pause
and remember those Saints that have entered into glory. A part of our service will
include saying the names of those faithful saints who have passed away in the last
year. We remember those who have died in Christ with the hope of salvation and
redemption by his grace. We are thankful for the blessings the departed saints
brought to our lives. Please let the office know if there is a departed saint that you
would like listed in this service.

Online Greeters

We hope that you are enjoying the sunny weather and keeping cool! One blessing for me this summer has
been watching virtual church "together" with many of you on Facebook, but I must admit, it's not the same as
seeing your smiling faces in person. Nevertheless, since it looks like a virtual church will be here for a while,
we are planning to try a new addition to the service -- virtual greeters!
Every week during the online service, we hope to include a short video message from a different member of
our congregation. Here's where we need your help. If you'd like to be a virtual greeter:
- Email us a short video that includes you, your family, your pets, or anyone else who wants to say hello to
the rest of the congregation and praise the Lord.
- Keep the video short, 2 minutes or less (a 30-second hello is great too!)
- Feel free to include a prayer, read a Bible verse, share a way you've seen God working in your life recently,
or let us see what you've been up to in quarantine (gardening, reading, walking). If you'd like to keep it simple, you can also just wave and say hello! (The point is to have fun and be in fellowship with each other, so
don't feel pressure to produce an Academy Award-winning film :))
- Tune in to the online service each week to see other virtual greeters saying hello to you!

We hope to involve as many different members of our congregation as possible so that we can see more of
each other, even if it's just on a screen! If you'd like to be involved but need help with filming or sending your
video, send us an e-mail -- we are happy to be your tech support!
Please send your videos to the church office email beautiful-savior-seatac@comcast.net
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JOY Bingo event. Our next event will be in November, hopefully we can get more participation.

How you can help us reach people
The Bingo players would like to thank Kim
Gibbon & Darcy Mey for the excellent Bingo
J.O.Y. gathering on Zoom. It was enjoyed by
all!

Helping those around us.
As we hear of people that are struggling, we are
looking at a way to help those in need. One of the
organizations that has rented from us in the past has
come forward with a need that often gets overlooked;
diapers. Many families with young kids are struggling to meet this need. Neighborhood House has
given us a list of over 30 families that are in need of
specific sized diapers, pullups and wipes. We are still
working out the details of how collections, distributions for these families will work. The hope is to
have this figured out by next month.

Believe it or not, you are able to help people find the
church and school. We cannot do it without your
help.
With people turning to church online, now more than
ever, what you do online counts. We show up more
often through the simple task of comments, likes,
reviews and hitting the share button. This is needed
on Facebook, Google, YouTube and other sites.
If you have questions on how to do this or would like
to know what sites you can do this on, let the office
know and we would love to help you. It is amazing
to see just how much members engaging impacts us
online. These simple acts have let us reach hundreds
around the world. Unfortunately, the number of people doing this is going down, but with your help we
can turn that around.
All it takes is a click!
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Join Us For Zoom Coffee Hour

Holy Communion is
available by appointment Tuesdays and
Saturdays

Tuesdays @ 10 am

Join us on Zoom every Tuesday at 10 am
for a chance to hear/see your church family here at Beautiful Savior. It is a great
chance to keep in touch. Zoom access information is sent out each week. If you have no computer, no problem. You can call in.

Thursday Evening
Prayer Service

Thursdays @ 6:00 pm
Evening Prayer recalls the Old
Testament rhythm of prayer in
the morning and the evening:
“When you lie down and when
you arise” (Deuteronomy 6:7).
As we celebrate Easter, we are reminded that our Lord
Himself, as well as His apostles and the New Testament church, continued that rhythm, making every day
sacrifices of prayer and praise to God. Evening prayer
services come out of the practice of daily devotion of
the home, with a Psalm, Reading Responses, and, of
course, Prayers.

Small Groups
We currently have the
women’s group and one small group meeting on
Zoom. The hope is to have a few additional groups to
keep people connected and to invite other people. Your
creativity is the limit with these groups. They can be
Bible studies, game groups, social groups, or support
groups. The idea is to keep people connected and create places for you to meet with your Christian family.
Small groups have amazing potential to connect people
both in and outside the church. We have resources to
help if you are interested in starting one.

Schedule with your family by calling the office.
Here is some good news: we can have outdoor reception of Holy Communion. It is currently by
phone appointments on Tuesdays and Saturdays.
Health and safety steps are being taken for everyone’s safety. Call Keisha in the office to learn how
to schedule a time of Holy Communion with your
family. If you would like the more formalized detailed list that the church has in regards to outdoor
communion please email the office.

Women’s Group
The women’s group is meeting
twice a month on Zoom. Join
them as they continue a study
looking at women of the Bible.
October’s meetings are on the 3rd
and 17th.

Portals of Prayer pick up
Reminder that you can always schedule a time to pick up your Portal of
Prayer. Call the office to arrange a
time.

Men’s Group
Now that we are back in October, we
are looking to have the men’s group
meet again. We need men who are willing to help out with this task. Are you
willing to help lead or coordinate a virtual event? Call Pastor and let’s get this
group going again.

We have been using Mail Chimp to send out
updates, Zoom logins and other information
about the church. Please let us know if you
or someone you know is not getting these
emails. The office will update the information so everyone stays in the loop. beautiful-savior-seatac@comcast.net
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BSLS began in September with a smooth start. Daily, students and teachers come to school with their masks
and join in the work that is designed for children. Parents are grateful that their child can interact with other
children and teachers who will help them develop their skills and have fun in a safe and Christ centered
school. The children love to make projects, hear stories, dance, share feelings, paint, build with blocks & laugh.
and

Weekly, our best photos are posted on the
School’s Facebook page. Please check them out.
https://www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLuthe
ranSchoolSeatac
Thank you for your continued prayers, support,
ideas, and donations. May God continue to bless
our efforts as together we share His name and
serve his families. Blessings, Mrs. K. BSLS Director

Elders Message for October 2020
“I AM A GOOD SHEPHERD”

Friends: I don’t know about you but I need a shepherd. When I use only my own
will, everything gets messed up in my life.
My best friend in high school took care of sheep on the family farm, and he said
“Sheep are the dumbest animals on the farm.”
No wonder I need a shepherd. All through the bible God indicates
that we are his sheep and we are to “Fear No Evil”. It is such a
comfort that as Christians we have the Rod and Staff of Jesus to guide and protect us in
our life’s journey.
God Bless my Friends
Paul
Feast and Festivals Devotionals
St. Luke, Evangelist (October 18)
Isaiah 35:5–8
2 Timothy 4:5–18
Luke 10:1–9
The Lord bids us to pray to the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers into His harvest (Luke 10:2). The
fields look more like deserts, filled with jackals (Isa. 35:6–7), and the Lord sends His laborers out as lambs in
the midst of wolves. But Christ’s Word of “Peace” heals the sick and brings the very kingdom of God near to
those who hear it (Is 35:5; Luke 10:3–9). St. Luke, the beloved physician (Col. 4:14), did the work of an
evangelist. He diligently prepared both a Gospel, the history of Christ’s work in the flesh before His ascension, and the Acts of the Apostles, the history of His continued work among His Church. Luke and his Scriptures are a gift from this Ascended Lord (Eph. 4:8–12), written for Theophilus and for all who love His appearing (2 Tim. 4:5–8). Tradition suggests that Luke was one of the seventy-two sent out ahead of Jesus, two
by two. Luke proved himself to be a faithful companion throughout St. Paul’s missionary journeys, through
many trials and crosses, and even to Rome, where he alone was with Paul.
St. James of Jerusalem, Brother of Jesus and Martyr (October 23)
Acts 15:12–22a
James 1:1–12
Matthew 13:54–58

“A prophet is not without honor except in His hometown and in His own household” (Matt. 13:58). James the
Just was once offended at Jesus’ wisdom and mighty works. But He came to faith following His resurrection,
when Jesus appeared to Him (1 Cor. 15:7). He then became a leader of the early Church in Jerusalem, present
at the council recorded in Acts 15. There James recognized from the prophets that Jesus was the Lord known
from of old and returned to rebuild David’s fallen tent and restore it, that the remnant of mankind may seek
the Lord and all the Gentiles who are called by My Name (Acts 15:16–18). “Count it all joy, my brothers,
(Continued on page 11)
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when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness” (James 1:2–3). Josephus and other historians record that James was martyred by stoning in the 60s AD.
“Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown
of life, which God has promised to those who love him” (v. 12).
St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles (October 28)
Jeremiah 26:1–16
1 Peter 1:3–9
John 15:(12–16) 17–21
“Stand and speak; do not hold back a word” (Jer. 26:1–6). The Word is always repentance for the forgiveness
of sins (Luke 24:44)—great mercy and a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 1:3). “If
they kept my Word,” says Jesus, “they will also keep yours; but if the world hates you, know it hated me
first” (John 15:18–21). In Jeremiah’s day, the people demanded he die, but they did not bring his innocent
blood on themselves (Jer. 26:8–16). When the priests and people gathered around Jesus, they refused to hear
(Matt. 27:20–26). Christ’s servants will not be above their master (John 15:20): according to tradition, Simon
(the Zealot) and Jude (also known as Thaddaeus) worked to bring the Gospel to Persia, where they were martyred together. But even in this, God’s servants are more than conquerors (Rom. 8:37). Though tested by fire
and suffering, we obtain the outcome of our faith—the salvation of our souls—and rejoice (1 Pet. 1:6–9). For
as Jesus told Jude, If anyone loves me, he will keep My Word, and My Father will love him, and we will come
to him and make our home with him (John 14:23).
Reformation Day (October 31)
Revelation 14:6–7
Romans 3:19–28
John 8:31–36 or Matthew 11:12–19
The Son of God Has Set Us Free from Sin and Death by His Grace
“Wisdom is justified by her deeds” (Matt. 11:19), and the true Wisdom of God, Christ Jesus the incarnate Son,
justifies us by His deeds. He prepares His way by the preaching of repentance, but He has suffered the violence of the Law and voluntarily handed Himself over to violent men, that we might eat and drink with Him in
His Kingdom and “remain in the house forever” (John 8:35). For He is “a friend of tax collectors and sinners” (Matt. 11:19), and He has rescued us by His grace from the slavery of sin and death. By the proclamation
of His eternal Gospel “to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people” (Rev.
14:6), “the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law” (Rom. 3:21), “that He might be just
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” (Rom. 3:26). And by hearing the Gospel of Christ Jesus,
“whom God put forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be received by faith” (Rom. 3:25), “you will know
the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31–32).
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