November 2020
November 1st All Satins Day
The Family Reunion
Revelation 7:9–17
Psalm 149
1 John 3:1–3
Matthew 5:1–12

The

Gathering
Growing
Going
in Christ

Newsletter

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
Save the Date: Virtual Cribbage Tournament
-- Saturday, Nov. 14th at 1 PM

Neither rain nor sleet nor COVID will stop the annual
Beautiful Savior Cribbage Tournament! This year, we
will be holding a virtual tournament where you can play at home using
your computer or smartphone. (Free tech support included -- never
fear!) Look out for an email invitation soon so you can sign up to play.

November 8th 23rd Sunday after
Pentecost
Lamp Trimmings
Amos 5:18–24
Psalm 70
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18
Matthew 25:1–13
November 15th 24th Sunday
after Pentecost
(No 10:30 Service)
Is your faith at work?
Zephaniah 1:7–16
Psalm 90:1–12
1 Thessalonians 5:1–11
Matthew 25:14–30
November 22nd Last Sunday of
the Church Year
Creatures of Habit
Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24
Psalm 95:1–7a
1 Corinthians 15:20–28
Matthew 25:31–46
November 29th First Sunday of
Advent
Rediscover Hope
Isaiah 64:1–9
Psalm 80:1–7
1 Corinthians 1:3–9
Mark 13:24–37

Wednesday, Nov. 18th,
1:00 pm
Zoom Event featuring
Trivia Game

While we can’t have a luncheon this
year, we can still stay in touch and
have an afternoon of fellowship and
fun. We’ll play a game of trivia including Autumn, Thanksgiving and Bible
questions.
If you missed Bingo in September, you
missed a fun time. Now you have another chance to see friends and
play a game, where you might even learn something new, all without
leaving your house. If you would like to join us, please call the church
office (206-246-9533) or Kim Gibbon (425-271-7198) by Monday,
Nov. 16th.
For all who rsvp, we will deliver a bag to your door with everything
you need to enjoy the afternoon. You’ll also receive an email with a
link to the Zoom meeting.
Don’t be afraid to try this! If you haven’t “zoomed” before, call Kim
and we can see if it’s possible for you to join us. We can even practice
ahead of time!
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Recipe Sharing
With the limit on gatherings that sadly means a limit on holiday treats.
We can’t let that happen. If you have a favorite recipe pass it along to the
church office. There are a few plans in the work on how we can use these
recipes. We will be including them in our Sunday emails. This way we
can share the recipes we are trying out this year.

Worship Need: Recordings of Video Greeters
Last Sunday both services had their first recording of Video Greeters from the congregation. Join in greeting people by recording yourself with a 30 second to 2-minute clip
of yourself saying a friendly greeting for the church service. You can even let us know
what you have been up to. Please send your recordings to the church's email.

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church and Preschool
16919 33rd Avenue South - SeaTac 98188 206-246-9533
Beautiful-Savior-Seatac@comcast.net
Mrs. Kittler BSLS Director beautifulsaviorls@gmail.com
Office Hours: 8:00 am—10:00 am
2:00 pm—4:00 pm

Monday - Thursday
Monday - Thursday

Pastor Christopher Howell

pastorchowell@gmail.com
A member of the Northwest District of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
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November 2020 —Pastor’s Message
Give thanks when you can’t.
November is here!
We look at the new changes that November now brings to life. Along with the typical weather
change, this year brings new struggles. COVID numbers are climbing again and health advisors are
discouraging family gatherings and our usual holiday activities. Translation- rethink the large family
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Great! We seem to hear reminders all-around of all the things we can’t
do.

When this all started, I am sure that very few of us were expecting a year of cants. The lack of
gatherings, the social distancing, Zoom everything and an online Christmas service. In recent
meetings and conferences some church leaders have expressed their frustration in the joke, “I never
expected to give up this much for Lent.” This month I want us to reflect on that idea. How much
have you given up?
The joke might just be a corny COVID church, but I want to invite you to a new way of
looking at what is going on. We have had to give up a lot. Many are feeling frustrated with all the
cants or fatigued with rules and regulations. However, remember just like the 40 days of Lent, it is
not forever. The practice of penitential seasons help some in rejoicing in their faith.
Gathering with families for communion has become one of the times I can catch up with
people. As it has gotten colder, we are taking shelter in the entrance of the church (great unintended
symbolism). A few people have remarked how surreal this feels. We are gathering around the
precious sacrament of God and yet not. Even coming to God’s house can feel like we are there ... but
not…
In the face of all the cants, in a strange way we have all been forced into an extended spiritual
fast. The corny church joke has some truth in it. We have given up a lot. However, Lent can help us
shift our view of these cants. For in penitential seasons like Lent and Advent, some choose to give up
or take up practices. A Christian may practice fasting and/or self-denial from what is normally done.
Why? The idea of giving something up for Lent or Advent is to refocus. Taking away distractions
from our lives and carrying our cross to follow Jesus. It is something that’s done in a prayerful way,
so that we can wholly renew ourselves in Christ. Penitence reminds us that suffering is not forever,
don’t lose focus on God.
Luke 9:23 “Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.”
Not being able to live life ‘normally,’ we could turn inward and be downcast. An alternative
would be to reflect on what is important. To take up your cross daily and follow Jesus. Remind
yourself of what God has done for you. With so much removed, look with eyes not preoccupied with
the gifts of God around you, removed from the mundane cycles of life. Here is another great step, it
moves the power back into your hands. Giving something up in a spiritual practice, calls us to be
intentional. You are choosing to do these actions. This has been a year where we are told how to act.
Make reflecting on God in this time something intentional. Instead of just lamenting the many
cant’s, make this a time to reflect on how God has provided for you.
How can we turn to God with thanksgiving now? You can ask, how has this year affected your
prayers? Try making a list of what you have never prayed about. There might be a lot that has been
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

the same in your life. We can give thanks to God for stability and for safety. In times of uncertainty
we can see both the need to turn to God for our help as well as thanking him for what he has
provided. Consider creating a time of reflecting, start thinking about how this can be used in your
prayer life.
Thanksgiving is around the corner, a natural time where we reflect and give thanks. When we
go through times of lacking, we often realize how much we had. Not many of us were too thankful for
air… until this year’s fires took it away. When we look to the God as the source of all that we have, we
can reflect and give thanks for even the small things of life. What has God made you aware of during
this time? What has always seemed to be there that now you realize was underappreciated? Give
thanks to God for these gifts.

All Saints Day - November 1
This is a celebration of all the saints in the church. In the Lutheran
Church, we see all Christian believers as saints. We are made holy through
what Jesus accomplished on the cross. All Saints Day is a day to remember what God has done in the lives of our departed family and friends,
along with all those who have died in the Lord. Please let the office know if
there are any Christians you want mentioned on All Saints Day that have
entered into glory over the past 12 months. Please email or call the office.

Thanksgiving Service
Do you prefer Tuesday or Wednesday for a thanksgiving service? Good news
- you can join us for either. We will have our Thanksgiving prayer service watch
parties at 6 pm on Tuesday Nov. 24th and Wednesday Nov. 25th on Facebook. We
join for a time of thanksgiving to God. If you’re not able to join at either time, the
services will be available on Facebook and YouTube.

Advent at Beautiful Savior

O come, O Branch of Jesse's stem,
unto your own and rescue them!
From depths of hell your people save,
and give them victory o'er the grave.
We belong to God’s family through Jesus. This Advent, we consider the hope
and joy this news brings. We hear the hope that we have in the stem of Jesse.
Join us to hear the story of Jesus from creation to His second coming. Jesus is
the Seed of Jesse’s tree. He is the Root of Jesse’s tree. He is the Life of Jesse’s
tree. And He is the First fruit of Jesse’s tree.
Sundays Starting November 29th
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November Elder’s Article
Here we go into another holiday season. First up is Thanksgiving. As I look over the year what have I to be
thankful for?
The Virus? Yes this could seem rather dark. But our church has been continuing on. We discovered the way
and how to continue to put out God’s word. We were lucky that we had the resources and the knowledge to
go online with services, Bible studies, coffee hours, prayer groups and a lot more. Without the Virus we
wouldn’t have discovered that we had the ability to do this. I for one am very proud of the work we have
done.
We have no empty seats at our table. In the past years many families will have lost members to the Virus. I
feel very thankful that my close family and my church family have not lost anyone to the virus. It has also
drawn our family closer together. We are communicating with one another through all means both old and
new.
I have come closer to God and Jesus. Something you take for granted. Now is more important. I can’t go to
church but now I need to go more than ever. We all need him now. We should not be driven away from God
because he has put us in this state. We must come together and pray. He is the way out of our current
situation. Be strong.
I have assembled a mask collection. I have masks from the Huskies, Umpqua Bank and my wife has sewed
many masks. I never thought that this would be so important. When the virus first hit my kids raided all my
dust masks from my wood shop. I finally have been able to replace them. I would never have thought a mask
would be so important for my daily wellbeing.
As you continue down this current path we are on. Keep the faith and keep in contact with the church. I miss
not seeing you in your pews, my Sunday morning hugs, and worshiping together.
God Bless
Bill Larer

Your week at Beautiful Savior

Christmas At BSLC
Join us online
for Christmas this year
for Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day. Invite
your friends and family
for a time to sing
Christmas music and celebrating the Birth
of our Lord.
We invite you to have a candle at the
ready for a lighting moment and hear of the
joy that this event brings.

Looking ahead to December…

Sunday
Worship
9 am online
10:30 am in- person and livestreamed
Sunday School on Zoom at Noon
Monday
Choir Practice on Zoom
Tuesday
Coffee Hour Fellowship on Zoom 10 am
BSLS Family Chapel on Zoom 6 pm
Family Communion by appointment
Wednesday
Bible Study on Zoom 6 pm

Sunday, Dec. 13th
Virtual Choir Cantata: Christmas, Sing Noel!

Thursday
Evening Prayer 6 pm

Sunday, Dec. 20th
Virtual Sunday School Christmas Program:
The Little Bells Who Wouldn’t Stop Ringing

Saturday
Family Communion by appointment
Women’s Bible Study (1st and 3rd Saturday)
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Reception Of Holy Communion
Register the members of your household to partake in Holy Communion at BSLC. These
are by appointment in front of the church with families on Tuesdays and Saturdays. We
ask that you call the Church office to schedule a time on Tuesday or Saturday from 10
AM - 5 PM. Make sure you do a self-screen at home and bring a face mask. The elements
for communion are prepared in advance and sealed as a safety measure. Please let the office know if you would prefer/need grape juice and/or gluten-free wafers.

November Diaper Drive
We previously mentioned that we were working on an opportunity to help people that are in
need. Neighborhood House has let us know that one of the deep needs for families they help is diapers and similar products. In past years we have looked at gifts we could give to those in need. This
year we are looking at a December diaper distribution date. To make this happen we are collecting
diapers for the month of November. We already have specific families with specific needs, so just
like you have done in past years with the gifts, please confirm with the office.
This need is unlike other essentials such as food as there is no federal assistance for purchasing diapers. Very few food banks will provide diapers or have enough. Food stamps and WIC do not
cover diapers. As a result, parents must re-use dirty diapers, or use paper towels and plastic bags
when they can’t afford to purchase diapers. Many low-income parents stretch the time between diaper changes which puts children at risk for painful rashes and infections.
We are looking at providing for this need for a select number of families. We have the list of
what diapers sizes they need and supplies we would need to collect. You can help through collecting
the needed sizes of diapers or through monetary donations for this need. Do you know of people, or
places that would be willing to help with this project? Let them know as well, this is a need that all
can help with.

Stay Connected with us
https://beautifulsaviorseatac.org/
https://www.facebook.com/beautifulsaviorseatac
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQMyJiEyOiPtJcyMtPe_OxA/
https://www.instagram.com/beautifulsaviorlutheranchurch/
https://feeds.buzzsprout.com/893764.rss

School
http://www.beautifulsaviorlutheranschool.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLutheranSchoolSeatac/

Help people find us- Leave a Review
Reaching others is a as important now as it has ever been. We are all called to the task of sharing the
Gospel. As we continue to work on reaching others even while socially distant, your voice is important. You can help by leaving the church a review. This small action is the first step many will
read, hearing why your church is important to you. The amazing thing, each person in your house
can do this.
https://g.page/r/CdWLpEOt49sAEAg/review
Need a google account? The office can help.
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Seeing children in the classroom doing activities that are
normal can help give us hope during these difficult times.
Daily, children share how they feel, and describe their
feelings with descriptive words. Children learn and practice
strategies as ways to shift feelings when needed to calm
themselves. Sharing feelings and
using words has been helpful as
the children become aware of their
emotions and develop vocabulary.
Starting early to learn lifelong skills.

BSLS provides a
supportive Christcentered, play-base
environment with strong
academics, creativity, and
personalized attention
where children learn
about themselves, others,
and the world in an
atmosphere of love, care,
and acceptance. Theses
aspects, coupled with
parental support
materials that align with
early learning standards,
make up a solid
foundation for learning.

Beautiful Savior Lutheran School
•

Promotes hands-on learning
experiences

•

Supports emergent math and
reading skills

•

Prepares children for
kindergarten and their future

•

Fosters belonging and social
confidence

Learning how to research by asking questions and finding the answers in books is always an exciting experience. Children
discovered that bears eat berries, honey, nuts and fish, they have babies called cubs and live in dens that are caves made of
rock and found in the forest. Creating bear dens depicting their research discoveries brought much joy to the children.

Taking the 50 + Puzzle Piece Challenge is a
daily occurrence, GREAT fun when complete!

Each week is full of important play and work designed for children’s success.
Daily, children take a lunch break where they sit at their own table and chair,
six feet apart from other classmates. Masks are removed and a healthy lunch
is enjoyed before going outside for recess at the playground or learning new
dances with classmates. BSLS follows CDC and WA State Health Dept. guidelines regarding, number of children onsite, space and cleaning requirements.

Weekly, additional Christian Education is offered to currently enrolled and
alumni families. Chapel is offered via Zoom Tuesday at 6 PM. The child friendly
order of worship of prayer & praise, new Bible verse, Bible message from
Pastor Chris and video that aligns with Pastor’s message has been well received
by all. Families make connections with one another while deepening their faith!

“I love coming to school every day. My
brothers and sister are learning at home, but I
am happy that I get to come to school because
I just love it! I feel good here, I love my
teachers and friends and all the things we do
here. After school I tell my family about what I
learn, and they tell me I am the lucky one to
get to come to school and I think so too.”

Ms. Julie the Valley View Librarian visited the classroom for Story Time via
Zoom. Our remote learning students also joined us for this event.

Daily, children hear Bible stories, and color
Bible pictures while retelling the story so that
they can tell others. Children chant and dance
and enjoy the work of children. Thank you for
your prayers, ideas, support, and donations as
BSLS brings joy and normalcy to young children
and their families during these difficult times.
Blessings, Mrs. Kittler (Mrs. K.) – BSLS Director
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN
CHURCH AND SCHOOL
16919 33rd AVENUE SOUTH
SEATAC, WA 98188

GATHERING,
GROWING,
GOING
IN CHRIST
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